
Signs of Cancer Emergencies in 
Pets: What to Look For 

 
 
Pet Oncology 
Just like humans, pets can develop cancer as they age. For pet owners, discovering that your 
furry companion has cancer can be heartbreaking. What makes things even more difficult is 
when cancer presents itself suddenly, triggering an emergency situation. Cancer emergencies in 
pets can happen quickly and often require immediate medical attention. 
 
In this blog, we’ll explore the signs of cancer in pets, particularly during emergency situations, 
and explain what steps you should take to ensure your pet receives the care they need. 
Recognizing these signs early can make a significant difference in your pet’s recovery and 
quality of life. 
 
Understanding Cancer Emergencies in Pets 
Cancer can manifest in many different ways in pets. While some cancers develop slowly over 
time and may be noticed in routine veterinary checkups, others can appear suddenly or worsen 
rapidly, leading to emergencies. Pet oncology care involves diagnosing and treating cancers in 
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pets, but it’s important to understand that some cancers can be life-threatening if not addressed 
immediately. 
 
When it comes to cancer treatment for pets, early detection and rapid intervention are key. 
This is especially true for cancers that affect internal organs, such as the liver, lungs, or kidneys, 
as well as cancers that cause significant pain or complications, such as tumors pressing on vital 
organs or blood vessels. 
 
Recognizing Signs of Cancer Emergencies in Pets 
Some of the symptoms of cancer in pets may seem subtle at first, but they can escalate 
quickly into more serious conditions that require emergency veterinary care. Here are some 
signs to look for: 
 
Sudden Lumps or Swellings 
One of the most common signs of cancer in pets is the appearance of lumps or swelling under 
the skin. These can be soft or firm and may appear suddenly. While some lumps are benign, 
any new mass or growth should be evaluated by a vet, as it could be indicative of cancer. 
Unexplained Weight Loss 
Weight loss that is not due to changes in diet or exercise could be a sign of cancer. Rapid 
weight loss can be linked to a variety of cancers, particularly those involving the gastrointestinal 
system, liver, or pancreas. 
Excessive Fatigue or Lethargy 
If your pet suddenly becomes unusually tired, has trouble getting up, or shows a noticeable lack 
of interest in activities they once enjoyed, it could be a sign that cancer is affecting their body. 
Lethargy is a common symptom in pets with advanced cancer, especially if the cancer is 
affecting the blood, bones, or vital organs. 
Labored Breathing or Coughing 
If your pet develops difficulty breathing or starts coughing persistently, these could be signs of 
cancer, particularly in the lungs or chest area. Tumors can press against the lungs, making it 
difficult for pets to breathe normally. 
Vomiting or Diarrhea 
Digestive issues such as frequent vomiting or diarrhea that doesn’t improve could be linked to 
cancer. Tumors in the abdominal cavity can interfere with digestion, causing these symptoms, 
which can worsen over time. 
Unexplained Bleeding or Discharge 
Cancer can cause abnormal bleeding or discharge, particularly in cases of tumors located in the 
mouth, nose, or reproductive organs. If your pet begins to bleed from the mouth or nose or has 
unusual discharge from the eyes or anus, this is an emergency. 
Difficulty Urinating or Defecating 
Tumors pressing against the urinary tract or intestines can make it difficult for pets to urinate or 
defecate properly. If your pet is straining to urinate or is unable to do so at all, it’s crucial to seek 
emergency care immediately. 
What to Do If You Suspect a Cancer Emergency 
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If your pet is exhibiting any of the above signs, it’s important to act quickly. The faster you get 
them to a veterinary clinic, the better their chances of recovery. Here’s what you should do: 
 
Stay Calm and Assess the Situation 
While it can be distressing to see your pet in pain or discomfort, staying calm will help you think 
clearly and take the necessary steps. Make sure to assess the symptoms thoroughly and write 
them down before you head to the emergency vet. 
Contact Your Emergency Vet 
If you believe your pet is experiencing a cancer emergency, call your local emergency vet clinic 
immediately. Describe your pet’s symptoms and let them know you’re coming. Many emergency 
clinics will prepare for your arrival and have a team ready to take action as soon as you get 
there. 
Transport Your Pet Safely 
If your pet is in severe pain or distress, it’s important to handle them gently. Keep them 
comfortable and transport them as quickly as possible to the clinic. If they are unable to walk, 
use a blanket or stretcher to carry them. 
Provide Any Relevant Medical History 
When you arrive at the clinic, be prepared to provide your pet’s medical history. If they’ve been 
diagnosed with cancer previously, bring along any documentation from their regular vet or 
previous treatments. The more information your emergency vet has, the quicker they can act. 
What to Expect at the Emergency Vet 
Once your pet arrives at the emergency clinic, the veterinary team will assess their condition 
and begin the appropriate treatment. Depending on the severity of the cancer emergency, they 
may: 
 
Conduct diagnostic tests: These could include X-rays, ultrasounds, or blood tests to determine 
the location and extent of the cancer. 
Provide pain management: Cancer can be painful, and your pet may require immediate pain 
relief through medications or injections. 
Stabilize your pet’s condition: If the cancer has caused internal bleeding, organ failure, or 
respiratory distress, your pet may need IV fluids or oxygen therapy to stabilize them. 
Our clinic specializes in pet oncology and provides urgent care for pets with cancer, helping 
them through the critical moments with expert care. Whether your pet is dealing with external 
tumors or internal cancer complications, we have the experience and resources to provide 
effective treatment. 
 
Cancer Treatment and Ongoing Care 
Once your pet is stabilized, ongoing care may be necessary to manage their condition 
effectively. Many cancers in pets can be treated successfully with early detection and the right 
approach. While we provide essential treatments, we also ensure that your pet gets the 
specialized care they need when advanced therapies are required. 
 
At our clinic, we work closely with pet owners to develop comprehensive treatment plans, which 
may include: 



 
Surgical intervention: Removing tumors or masses that may cause discomfort or health 
complications. 
Specialist referrals for advanced treatment: If chemotherapy or radiation therapy is needed, we 
will connect you with a trusted oncologist to ensure your pet receives the best possible care. 
Palliative care: Focused on comfort, pain relief, and enhancing your pet’s quality of life in cases 
of terminal illness. 
Your pet’s health and well-being are our top priorities. We are here to support you every step of 
the way, providing compassionate care and guidance throughout their journey. 
 
Relevant Services: 
Pet Oncology 
Emergency Veterinary Care 
Conclusion 
Cancer emergencies in pets require quick thinking and immediate action. Recognizing the 
signs early and getting your pet to an emergency vet can significantly improve their chances of 
recovery and quality of life. Pet cancer can be a frightening diagnosis, but with the right care, 
many pets live happy and fulfilling lives after treatment. 
 
If you suspect your pet is experiencing a cancer emergency, don’t wait. Contact our clinic 
immediately for expert care. At North MS Pet Emergency, we specialize in urgent pet oncology 
care, offering the latest treatments and compassionate support to ensure your pet receives the 
best possible care. 
 
Contact Us Now for immediate assistance, or visit us for urgent cancer care and treatment 
options for your pet. 

https://nmspetemergency.com/our-services/cancer-tumor-emergencies/
https://nmspetemergency.com/our-services/cancer-tumor-emergencies/

	Signs of Cancer Emergencies in Pets: What to Look For 

