
Pre-Assembled or DIY? How to Pick the 
Right Kitchen Cabinet 

 
 
When remodeling your kitchen, one of the biggest decisions you’ll face is 
whether to choose pre-assembled cabinets or ready-to-assemble (RTA) cabinets. 
Each option offers unique advantages, depending on your budget, timeline, and 
skill level. 

This guide will help you determine which type of cabinet is best suited for your 
kitchen renovation project. 

1. What Are Pre-Assembled Cabinets? 
Pre-assembled cabinets come fully built from the manufacturer and arrive at your 
home ready for installation. They are assembled using professional tools, 
ensuring structural stability and durability. 

Advantages of Pre-Assembled Cabinets 
● Convenience – These cabinets are ready to install upon arrival, saving 

you time and effort. 
● Higher Quality Construction – Assembled by experts with precision, 

ensuring durability and a flawless finish. 
● Fewer Errors – No need to worry about incorrect assembly or missing 

hardware. 
● Saves Time – Ideal for quick renovations that require immediate 

installation. 

Disadvantages of Pre-Assembled Cabinets 
● Higher Cost – More expensive due to labor and shipping costs. 
● Bulky for Transport – Because they come fully built, they require more 

space during shipping and delivery. 
● Limited Customization – While available in multiple styles and colors, 

customization is restricted compared to DIY assembly. 

https://fmdcabinets.com/kitchen-cabinet/


 

2. What Are Ready-to-Assemble (RTA) 
Cabinets? 
RTA cabinets are shipped in flat packs and require assembly before installation. 
They include all necessary components, hardware, and instructions, making 
them an affordable and flexible option for homeowners and contractors. 

Advantages of Ready-to-Assemble Cabinets 
● Cost-Effective – More affordable than pre-assembled cabinets since labor 

costs are eliminated. 
● Easier to Transport – Packaged in compact boxes, making delivery and 

storage more convenient. 
● DIY-Friendly – Ideal for homeowners who enjoy hands-on projects and 

want to customize their cabinetry. 
● More Customization Options – Some RTA cabinets allow for 

modifications before and during assembly. 



Disadvantages of Ready-to-Assemble Cabinets 
● Time-Consuming – Assembly can take several hours depending on skill 

level. 
● Requires Tools & Knowledge – Basic tools and assembly experience are 

needed to ensure proper construction. 
● Risk of Assembly Errors – Incorrect assembly may result in misaligned 

doors, loose hinges, or structural issues. 

3. Cost Comparison: Which Option 
Saves You More Money? 
Budget plays a significant role in selecting between pre-assembled and RTA 
cabinets. 

● Pre-assembled cabinets tend to cost more due to factory labor, handling, 
and shipping expenses. 

● RTA cabinets are more budget-friendly because they require 
self-assembly, reducing production and transportation costs. 

However, if you’re not comfortable assembling cabinets yourself, hiring a 
professional could increase the total cost of RTA cabinets, potentially making 
them just as expensive as pre-assembled options. 

To explore cost-effective choices, check out FMD Cabinets’ pricing guide for a 
detailed breakdown. 

4. Installation & Assembly: Which One is 
More Convenient? 

Pre-Assembled Cabinets: 
● No assembly is required—simply install them in place. 
● Perfect for homeowners who want a quick and professional-looking kitchen 

upgrade. 

https://fmdcabinets.com/pricing/


● Recommended for those with tight renovation schedules. 

Ready-to-Assemble Cabinets: 
● Requires self-assembly before installation. 
● Ideal for DIY homeowners who have time and patience. 
● Can be challenging if you lack prior experience with furniture assembly. 

If you prefer a hassle-free installation, pre-assembled cabinets are the better 
choice. However, if you enjoy DIY projects and want to save money, RTA 
cabinets offer great flexibility. 

5. Customization: Which Option Offers 
More Variety? 
Both pre-assembled and RTA cabinets come in various designs, colors, and 
finishes. However, customization possibilities vary: 

● Pre-assembled cabinets are factory-built, meaning customization is 
limited to available designs and features. 

● RTA cabinets offer greater flexibility, as you can make adjustments 
before and during the assembly process. 

If you have a specific design vision and need unique cabinet dimensions or 
finishes, custom kitchen cabinetry might be the best option. 

6. Durability & Longevity: Which One 
Lasts Longer? 
The durability of kitchen cabinets depends on their material, construction quality, 
and maintenance. 

● Pre-assembled cabinets are professionally constructed and reinforced, 
making them more durable in the long run. 

https://fmdcabinets.com/pre-assemble-cabinets/
https://fmdcabinets.com/ready-to-assemble-cabinets/
https://fmdcabinets.com/ready-to-assemble-cabinets/
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● RTA cabinets can be durable if assembled correctly, but improper 
construction may lead to shorter longevity. 

When properly maintained, both cabinet types can last 10-20 years or more, 
making them a valuable home investment. 

7. Which One Should You Choose? 
If you’re unsure which type of cabinet is right for your kitchen, ask yourself 
these questions: 

● Do you need cabinets installed quickly? → Choose pre-assembled 
cabinets. 

● Do you want to save money and are comfortable with DIY assembly? 
→ Choose RTA cabinets. 

● Do you prioritize high-quality craftsmanship and durability? → 
Choose pre-assembled cabinets. 

● Do you need flexibility and modifications? → Consider custom kitchen 
cabinetry. 

Final Thoughts 
Choosing between pre-assembled and ready-to-assemble cabinets ultimately 
depends on your budget, time, and level of expertise. 

● If you need fast and effortless installation, pre-assembled cabinets are 
the way to go. 

● If you’re looking for a more affordable, DIY-friendly option, RTA 
cabinets provide excellent value. 

No matter which option you choose, FMD Cabinets offers high-quality kitchen 
cabinetry solutions that cater to different styles and budgets. 
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